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First accommodation for Migrants arriving in  
Wollongong post World War 2 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
By Meredith Walker 
 
Summary 
The first accommodation for migrants coming to Wollongong included a variety of 
dwellings. Migrants, whose passage to Australia was assisted by governments, were offered 
accommodation in hostels run by the Commonwealth government or in company hostels run 
by Australian Iron and Steel (AIS) or others. Unassisted migrants and other workers also had 
the option of living in company hostels, but many of them chose other options: living with 
family and friends, living in boarding houses, houses divided in to flats or shared with other 
households.  
 
In the first decade after the war, building materials and housing remained scarce and many 
migrants used temporary accommodation such as living in tents or caravans, or living in 
garage, flats or sheds.  The characteristics of Australian accommodation were quickly 
adapted. Migrants coming to Wollongong sort to buy or rent a house, often moving to their 
newly –purchased block before the house was built and living in a shed or garage whilst they 
built a house. Building one’s own house was a common practice in Australia in the 1950s and 
60s and many migrants followed this practice.  
 
With the exception of the commonwealth hostels, migrants lived in the same types of 
accommodation as Australian born or long term residents, although it is likely that a greater 
percentage of temporary accommodation in Wollongong was occupied by migrants, many of 
whom had poorly paid jobs at the steelworks. 
 
Families with more than one person in the workforce were more readily able to save money, 
and put a deposit on a block or a house.  
 
 
Introduction – scope and sources 
This essay is an introduction to the accommodation of immigrants arriving in Wollongong 
post World War 2. It is part of the Wollongong Migration Heritage Places Project researching 
places in Wollongong strongly associated with immigrants from overseas. Other outcomes of 
the project include: a database of places (including photographs), an essay about women’s 
workplaces, and a study report with recommendations. The project included documentary 
research of local Illawarra sources, research in the BHP archives in Melbourne, and 
interviews with former migrants (contacted through the Illawarra Ethnic Communities 
Council and though personal contact).  
 
The Wollongong Migration Places project is supported by funding from the Wollongong City 
Council, the Migration Heritage Centre, and the NSW Heritage Office within the Department 
of Planning. 
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The aim of the research about first accommodation is to understand the types of 
accommodation used by migrants needing accommodation in Wollongong in post WW2 
decades, 1946-1976. First accommodation encompasses the place where people stayed when 
they first arrived in Wollongong and the places they stayed in the process towards renting or 
owning their own home.  The former migrants interviewed comprised:  people who lived at 
Commonwealth hostels (especially Balgownie / Fairy Meadow) contacted by word-of-mouth, 
each person interviewed suggesting other people); and people who attended IECC the aged 
services day care for Eastern European and Baltic States, Dutch Day Care and Macedonian 
Day Care at Macedonian Welfare Association, Port Kembla. The project was explained to 
people attending day care the week prior to the visit and again on the day and the people 
present were invited to take part in an interview. The interview was based on a questionnaire 
encompassing basic information about arrival in Australia and Wollongong, first 
accommodation and employment. The questionnaire is attached to the project report. 
 

The research was undertaken from May to December in 2007.   Documentary resources were 
more rewarding about Commonwealth and company hostels than other forms of 
accommodation for migrants. However, the interviews filled out the picture; provided 
experiences of former immigrants from the Netherlands (Dutch) and from the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (Macedonians). This essay outlines the types of 
accommodation used by migrants in their first years in Wollongong including examples from 
people interviewed, but it does not encompass all the information collected. 

 
Background – Australian immigration program 
Following World War 2, the Commonwealth Government recognised the need to attract 
immigrants to Australia to support economic growth, by bolstering the workforce, and also to 
support the peopling of the continent. 
 
The Illawarra and the Port Kembla Steelworks were recognised as a key region where an 
immigrant workforce would help boost production, especially of steel and other building 
materials. 
 
In 1945, the Commonwealth Government launched its first ‘migration program’. In the 
following decades it negotiated agreements with other governments and organisations aimed 
at encouraging migration.  

These agreements included1: 

• An agreement with the International Refugee Organisation  to settle at least 12,000 
displaced people a year from camps in Europe [1947]. 

 • A system of free or assisted passages for United Kingdom residents (including the 
Bring-Out-a-Briton campaign started in 1957). 

 • An assisted passage scheme for the British Empire and United States ex-servicemen 
[1946], later extended to ex-servicemen or resistance fighters from The Netherlands, 
Norway, France, Belgium and Denmark. 

                                                 
1 Department of Immigration and Citizenship, Australian Immigration Fact Sheet 4 – More than 60 years of Post 
War Migrations, 2007; and ‘Immigration of Australia during the 20th Century – Historical Impacts on 
Immigration Intake, Population size and Population composition – A timeline 1996. 
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 • Formal migration agreements, often involving the grant of assisted passage, with the 
United Kingdom, Malta [1948, & ], The Netherlands [1951],  Italy [1951-61, 1967], 
West Germany, Turkey [1967] and Yugoslavia. And 

 • Informal migration agreements with Austria, Belgium, West Germany, Greece, Spain, 
all in 1952. 

A consequence of these agreements was that the majority of migrants coming to Wollongong 
after World War 2 came from the United Kingdom, but the availability of unskilled work (not 
requiring knowledge of English) meant that many displaced persons and assisted migrants 
were offered employment in Wollongong. And similarly, unassisted migrants were also 
attracted to Wollongong.  
 
Whilst the exact terms of agreement varied they included the following basic components: 
free or nominal payment for transport to Australia; the provision of temporary 
accommodation and work. The accommodation was to be at a standard at least equivalent to 
accommodation for Australians in similar work. As part of the agreement displaced persons 
agreed to stay for up to two years in the employment found for them and to not change their 
employment without the consent of the Department of Immigration. This was the requirement 
for displaced persons, which later applied to non-British assisted migrants.  
 
In August 1950, Alderman Graham estimated that ‘10,000 persons were living in “shacks, 
tents and hostels’ within the Greater Wollongong area.2  
 
Background – housing in Wollongong in 1940s 
In the 1940s and 1950s there were housing shortages in many cities and towns and there were 
restrictions in the availability of building materials in to the early 1950s. The Commonwealth 
Housing Commission visit Wollongong in July 1943 heard submissions from the local 
councils, real estate agents, and representatives of industry3. The aim of the commission was 
to have plans in readiness to address housing problems as soon as it was possible [after the 
war]. Discussion included the condition and demand for housing, the availability of loans, the 
responsibility of industries, the lack of housing for industrial workers, the need for town 
planning, the shortage of tradesmen, and the then proposed amalgamation of the Wollongong, 
North and Central Illawarra and Bulli Councils, into a Greater Wollongong. Each council, 
and others appearing before the commission, reported shortages in housing and the poor 
condition of many dwellings and that the lack of housing was hindering industrial 
development.   
 
Many of the same issues were raised at a housing forum held by the Australian Political 
Science Institute in Wollongong, in June 1947. The shortage of material for housing was a 
major issues and limiting the construction. Mrs Metcalfe, a member of the NSW Housing 
Commission’s Tenancy Application Committee reported that 48,000 applications for homes 
had been received… Mrs Metcalfe said that ‘there are thousands and thousands of families, 
living, cooking, eating and sleeping in shacks, sheds, verandas, garages and single rooms.’4  
 

                                                 
2 Illawarra Mercury, 18 August 1950. 
3 South Coast Times, Friday July 30th, 1943. 
4 IM 27 June 1947. 
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The shortage of building materials was so acute in the post war period that the NSW 
Government had a Minister for Building Materials5. In August 1947, a conference of state 
and federal housing ministers approved a special allocation of building materials to build 
6,000 homes on the South Coast, with workers in the coal and steel industries having priority. 
  
Hostels in Wollongong 1947-1970s 
To provide accommodation, the Commonwealth government adopted a system of hostels – a 
common form of accommodation in mid-twentieth century Australia. Hostels were operated 
by the YMCA and YWCA in all capitals cities and many provincial cities, and the Salvation 
Army operated large hotels boarding houses in many centres also.  
 
Hostels provide supervised accommodation including meals at low tariff, usually with shared 
facilities such as dining room, bathrooms, and laundries.  Hostels were established to cater 
for single people working locally, often away from home, for example, as temporary 
accommodation for the duration of a construction project, and for migrants coming to 
Australia as displaced persons (refugees) under the Commonwealth Government’s post 
World War 2 immigration program.  
 
In September 1948, the Commonwealth voted 2,500.000 pounds to convert army camps and 
build new hotels to accommodate 6,000 European migrants in industrial areas (including 
Wollongong/ Port Kembla). (BHPBA D6/PE/26/15) 
 
The migrant hostel system 
The Commonwealth Department of Immigration was responsible for selecting immigrants, 
arranging their travel to Australia, accommodation on arrival and the provision of 
employment. A system of accommodation centres (hostels) was created for assisted migrants 
comprising: 
 

• Reception and training centres –primarily for non English speaking people as a 
place to assess skills, arrange employment and provide basic training in English and 
Australian customs 

 
• Workers hostels – in areas near places of employment, usually in cites or large 

regional centres 
 

• Holding centres - where the families of workers were sent when accommodation was 
not available at the worker’s hostel. 

 
Six reception and training reception centres and thirty-two hostels were created as temporary 
accommodation for assisted migrants following their arrival in Australia.  Some hostels had 
more than one role for example as a worker’s hostel as well as a holding centre. The three 
Commonwealth hostels at Wollongong were worker’s hostels. The demand for 
accommodation at these hostels was alleviated by men-only hostels run by Australian Iron 
and Steel (AIS) and other large employers. 
 
 
 
                                                 
5 SCT Friday 15th August 1947. 
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Accommodation for migrants arriving in Wollongong 
Most of the non-English speaking assisted migrants coming to Wollongong arrived via the 
Bonegilla reception and training centre in Victoria, near Albury/Wodonga. Some people 
arrived via the Reception and Training Centres at Bathurst or Greta (near Maitland), or from 
a holding centre, such as Scheyville. Each of these hostels was a converted army camp. Most 
immigrants from Britain come to Wollongong via Sydney, without staying in a Reception 
and Training centre or holding centre. The reception and training centre operated primarily as 
a means of assessing the needs and employment for non-British migrants,  
 
Assisted migrants starting work in Wollongong were offered temporary accommodation in 
workers hostels, operated by the Commonwealth, or in men-only hostels operated by 
employer companies – Australian Iron and Steel (AIS), Lysaghts, and the Water Board 
(MWSDB). The company hostels provided accommodation for men only, often referred to as 
‘single men’ – a term that also encompassed married men with wife and children staying in 
hostels (holding centres) elsewhere in New South Wales. 
 
At times when the demand for workers was high and the hostels were full, the families of 
non-British workers were sent to holding centres in New South Wales, such as Scheyville 
(near Windsor), Greta (near Maitland) and Cowra6.  
 
A map showing the location of migrant hostels is attached as Appendix A 
 

                                                 
6  
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Migration Places Project:        Hostels in Wollongong LGA 1940s-1960s 

Name  Street Address  Suburb  Operated by / for Years of 
operation  Comments  Obvious evidence & 

potential sources 

Steelhaven hostel 

Five Islands Road 
(near Wentworth 
Road) Port 
Kembla 

Warrawong 
Australian Iron & Steel (BHP) for its 
employees (single men only, 
predominantly migrants) 

late 1940s-
1960s 

Converted army huts (17), used 
by Concrete Construction, then 
AIS. Buildings show on 1966 
aerial photo.  

Land unoccupied, 
obvious evidence of 
structures. 

Karingal hostel 
Five Islands Road, 
western cnr 
Springhill Road  

Cringila Australian Iron & Steel (BHP) for its 
migrant employees (single men only?) 

late 1948-
1984 

Large purpose built hostel for 
men only. First building single 
rooms only, additions double 
rooms 

None known- now a 
soccer field 

MWSDB hostel  
(Balts camp) Springhill Road Coniston  

Metropolitan Water Sewerage & 
Drainage Board MWSDB for its 
employees (displaced persons) 

Late 1948-
1955(?) 

Cabins, two men per cabin. 
Originally for ‘Balts’ – 
displaced persons working on 
the Berkeley main extension 

obvious evidence 
unlikely 

Unanderra hostel Five Islands Road  Unanderra Commonwealth Hostels P/L for 
migrants (inc families) 1949-c1970 

First purpose built government 
hostel. Second hostel added in 
April 1951 using Nissen huts 

None known 

Berkeley hostel Flagstaff road Berkeley Commonwealth Hostels P/L for 
migrants (inc families) 

1951 -1967 
buildings 
demolished 
c1970? 

Two camps of Nissen huts. 
Commenced Dec1951. Temp 
closure Sept 53- 20 July 1954. 
Closed Nov 1967. t 

None known at site. 
Three huts in private 
ownership at West 
Kembla Grange 

Balgownie hostel 
(Fairy Meadow) Montague Street Fairy 

Meadow 
Commonwealth Hostels P/L for 
migrants (inc families) 1951-1984 

Remaining huts listed on State 
Heritage Register and 
refurbished. 

A few huts, some 
roads & plantings and 
later brick units 

Open Hearth hotel King Street ? Warrawong Commonwealth, AIS?, leasee? 1946? - ? built 1936 as boarding house for 
AIS workers. ? 

Lysaghts Hill 60 Port Kembla Lysaghts for its employees 1946 - ? formerly the Garrison army 
camp, Hill 60? Sold to Lysaghts no obvious evidence 

Ranelagh? Or 
Ranlay? 

Wentworth Road 
(near club)  Port Kembla Refurbished as serviced apartments ? 

large building appears to have 
been constructed for 
accommodation.  

Building remains, as a 
private hotel? 

Others ? In Port Kembla  Port Kembla For employees of AIS?   
There might have been other 
hostels that are not mentioned in 
newspaper s and other reports. . 
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Commonwealth migrant hostels in Wollongong 
Three large migrant workers hostels were established by the Commonwealth Department of Labour in Wollongong – the first was at Unanderra 
in 1949, then Berkeley and Balgownie (later known as Fairy Meadow) in 1951. The hostels were always intended to be temporary. Unanderra 
was on land owned by the council for industrial use; Berkeley was on land acquired by the NSW Housing Commission and sold temporarily to 
the Commonwealth; and Balgownie on vacant low-lying land, whose acquisition from its owner, Mr Collaery, was negotiated by the Council.  
 
The Wollongong Council was conscious of the potential for large concentrations of migrants which might lead to permanent aggregations or 
ghettos not integrated in the broader community. Initially it was proposed that Berkeley hostel accommodate 2,000 people, but it was limited to 
800 and provision for 1,200 people made at Balgownie.  
 
Until 1952, the hotels were run directly by commonwealth government departments, then in the government established a propriety company 
‘Commonwealth Hostels’ to manage all the commonwealth hostels in Australia, including the hostels for young public servants in Canberra. The 
hostels were managed to cover costs and fees set accordingly. For migrants, the fees were set according to family size and the ability to pay, with 
electricity above a quota being charged, see Appendix B - Commonwealth Hostel Tariff.  The difference between expenditure for migrant 
hostels and costs were made up by the Commonwealth treasury. 
 
The Commonwealth government worked closely with AIS and other industries to ensure that sufficient accommodation was available to sustain 
the steel industry’s much-needed and growing workforce.  To maintain places for workers, the families of non-English speaking migrants were 
housed in holding centres whilst the male breadwinner was sent to a commonwealth hostel, or a men-only company hostel, in Wollongong.  This 
policy caused the separation of families, sometimes for long periods, as many of the holding centres were a long way from Wollongong. 
 
In February-March 1950, a total of 125 men living in hostels in Wollongong had wives and family living in other hostels, including Scheyville 
(near Windsor), Cowra, Bathurst and Parkes7. At this time the majority of men were probably displaced persons.  
 
Hostel life - A summary of the hostels and hostel life was prepared by Dr Bruce Pennay Wollongong A changing Place; Post War Settlement, 
documents and Information Sheets, Curriculum materials, published by Goulburn College of advanced Education, 1981.  
 
 

                                                 
7 BHPB Archives D009/001/0853 
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Karingal Hostel (AIS) men 
only  
operated late 1948-1984 (?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unanderra Hostel Nos. 1 & 2 
(Nissen huts) 
 
 
Aerial photo December 1955, 
courtesy Wollongong Council  

 
 
Unanderra hostel 
 
Unanderra was the first Commonwealth hostel for workers established in Wollongong. It was on Council owned land planned for future 
industrial use alongside Stewart and Lloyds in Five Islands Road. The Wollongong community was originally advised that the hostel was to 
accommodate British miners and their families, but in practice the majority of its residents were from non-English speaking countries.  
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The first ‘batch’ of European displaced persons (refugees) to arrive in Wollongong in September 1949 was accommodated at Unanderra hostel. 
[BHPBA W002/089/0001]. Unanderra hostel operated from 1949 until 1970s when the buildings were removed. By 1998 only the southern end 
of the site was developed at with the remainder unbuilt-upon. 
 
Known initially as the Government Hostel, its standard of accommodation was judged as superior to the company hostels Karingal and 
Steelhaven in an assessment undertaken for BHP in May 1950. The Unanderra buildings were purpose built timber frame buildings; but to match 
demands with funds this standard was not continued and in within a year a second hostel (Unanderra No. 2) was added using Nissen and 
Quonset prefabricated buildings made from corrugated iron. Nissen and Quonset huts were used extensively for temporary accommodation 
during World War 2 and the Quonset huts at Wollongong are thought to have come from Manus Island.8 In April 1951, the premature arrival of 
British migrants caused the removal of the European migrants in the original hostel buildings to the newly erected Nissan huts where work was 
not complete.   
 
The use of Nissen huts continued at Balgownie and Berkeley hostels. Over time, as demand reduced and the standard of accommodation in 
hostels improved, Unanderra No. 2 was removed after 1966, and Berkeley was closed c1967.  
 
In 1950, the recently formed committee ‘New Australian Social Committee’ held two events to welcome recently arrived migrants. They were a 
great success and a return event was planned for August at the government hostel, but it was cancelled at the last minute by the migrant 
organisers, as a protest against the poor conditions in the hostel, especially the food and the recently increased tariff. The decision was not well 
received by some of the Wollongong community some of whom considered it evidence of the different values of immigrants9. However, the 
Local MHR, Mr W Davies and members of the New Australians Social Committee visited the hostel to discuss the resident’s concerns and 
afterwards announced that he would raise their grievances with the Minister for Immigration Mr Holt.   
 
Like other workers hostels, Unanderra comprised buildings used for accommodation, and separate buildings for dining room, bathrooms, 
laundries, and recreation facilities. It also included a post office and space for teaching English.  In 1963 the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Mr Felix Schnyder visited the Unanderra hostel on a tour of Australia. 
 
Unanderra was closed in the 1970s. 
 

                                                 
8 Bruce Pennay, Wollongong A changing Place; Post War Settlement, documents and Information Sheets, Curriculum materials, published by 
Goulburn College of advanced Education, 1981. 
9 Editorial ‘some suggestions for the New Austrlaians’, Daily Mercury 12 August 1950,  
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Berkeley hostel 
 
Initially the hostel at Berkeley was planned to accommodate 2,000 migrants but after representations form Wollongong council this number was 
reduced to 800 people, in four management units of 200 persons each. The other planned accommodation was ‘moved’ to Balgownie. 
Throughout its operation Berkeley had a predominance of British migrants, but not exclusively, it also housed migrants of many other countries.  

 
    Berkeley hostel view from the south –west, early 1950s Photo courtesy Bruce Pennay 
 
Cost of erecting the Berkeley numbers 3 and 4 migrant hostels was 724, 573 pounds comprising purchase of Nissen huts, 34,560 pounds, 
erection of buildings 670,737 pounds, electrical reticulation 3,155 pounds, steam plant and reticulation 12,671 pounds; supply of kitchen fittings, 
3,450 pounds. 
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After Berkeley closed in 1967 some of the buildings continued in use for community groups (such as the Berkeley sports club) until the 
buildings were demolished in 1970.  
 
 
 

 Balgownie in 1955 
 
Balgownie, renamed Fairy Meadow in 1957 
 
Balgownie was the largest and longest running of the hostels. It operated from 1951 to 1982, when the commonwealth moved to providing 
accommodation for migrants from the available housing stock, including flats. Towards the end of its life new unit accommodation was erected 
and most of this survives today.  
 

Migration Heritage Project 
Wollongong's Migration Heritage Thematic Study 
"Places Project"



 

Page 12 of 49 
 

In September 1961 it was reported that more than 14,000 people had passed through the Balgownie (Fairy meadow) hostel in its first 10 years 
and that the hostel currently had ‘accommodation for some 1,900 persons’.10 In 1974, when the igloos were advertised for sale by auction, the 
number of persons who had stayed was estimated at 35,000 persons. The Sydney Morning Herald reported that the Wollongong Council had 
advised the auctioneer that the Council would not allow the huts to be erected in its area. 
 
 
 
Living in hostels 
All the hostels attracted criticism about the food, the tariff, the conditions; and at Fairy Meadow, the cyclone wire fence that enclosed the area, 
until removed because of protests. From the interviews conducted in this project it is clear that although families found life in the hostels difficult 
the children appreciated the life especially the number of friends and the holiday atmosphere. Fairy meadow was greatly appreciated for its 
proximity to the beach which was within easy walking distance and – until the 1960s there were no roads to cross.   
 
 
Length of stay 
The length of stay at hostels varied from a few days to a few years, with stays from 3 to 6 months being common. The length of stay related to 
the availability of suitable accommodation elsewhere and the suitability of the hostel for the people concerned.  For some people the hostel 
provided a ready-made community for both adults and children, and a means of adjusting to the new circumstances.  Others found hostel 
conditions unsatisfactory and such as people who had experienced hostel life in Europe, they found other accommodation as soon as they could.  
 
Not every assisted migrant chose to use the accommodation offered by the government, or stayed only a few days while they found 
accommodation elsewhere. 
 
What happened to the Nissen huts? 
The huts from Balgownie and Fairy Meadow were auctioned and most of them went to other parts of the state as the Wollongong council 
indicated that it would not give permission for their erection within its area. A few were erected in rural areas for use as storage. In the Hunter 
region some of the huts from the Greta hostel were purchased for houses and several of these remain in the towns of Greta, and Kurri Kurri. 

                                                 
10 SCT Sptember 18, 1961. 
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Steelhaven hostel, Warrawong 
 

 
The Steelhaven hostel was 
originally an army camp. It was 
used by Concrete Constructions 
Ltd for housing its employees 
working on projects for AIS; 
then as a migrant hostel by AIS11 
from 1949 until 1960s(?).  
 
In March 1950 the hostel 
comprised 25 huts, each 4.6m 
(15 feet) square, with bunks for 
six men, and 28 two-man tents12. 
At this time the occupants were 
predominantly displaced persons 
(refugees) from Eastern Europe 
including; and 62 of the men had 
families in migrant holding 
centres at Scheyville (near 
Windsor), Cowra and other 
former Army camps in New 
South Wales13.  
 
The catering was undertaken by 
an outside contractor. 
 
No photographs have been found 
of the Steelhaven hostel, with 
the exception of standard aerial 
photography. 
 
The site of the hostel remains 
undeveloped with potential 
evidence of the location of 
structures 
 
 
Extract from aerial photo November 
1966    Courtesy WCC 
 

                                                 
11 BHPB Archives w002/089/001, ‘Migrant Hostels – Australian Iron and Steel, May 1950 [document  
# 12 in BHP folder]  
12 Illawarra Mercury 30 March 1950. 
13 M Walker 2007, Analysis of list, BHP Archives document No. 11, Occupants of Steelhaven, 
Karingal and Unanderra hostel with families in other hostels not in Wollongong, February-March 
1950, 
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Karingal hostel, western corner of Five Island and Springhill roads 
Karingal was a purpose built hostel for migrants constructed by AIS for its 
employees. In 1947 36,000 pounds were allocated for a hostel for 200 workers in 
single rooms.  In 1948 while under construction additions were planned to increase 
accommodation to 500 with double rooms at a cost of 70,500 pounds. In March 1950 
additions were planned at cost of 19,000 pounds. By the end of 1950 the hostel had 
800 residents including British, Australian and New Australian residents. The kitchen 
had up to date electric stoves, refrigeration and cold stores.   
 

 

Mr Berenyi, a migrant 
from Hungary, started a 
film club at Karingal. 
With his wife’s help it 
expanded to include 
film nights at Berkeley 
Hostel. Each film was 
shown in both locations 
on the one night. 
 
Photo: Robert Parkinson 
1951, courtesy Illawarra 
Images 

 
Karingal was demolished in 1984, and BHP has constructed a soccer field on the site.  
The only photographs of the hostel are of the dining room during a film night and 
photos published in the BHP Review. 
 

 
Extract from BHP Review, March 1949 
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BHP housing 
BHP, in its steel works and coal mining operations, was conscious of the need to 
increase the housing stock in the Illawarra. BHP coordinated with the State and 
Commonwealth Government departments to ensure that hostel accommodation was 
available for the increasing workforce.  
 
As well as providing hostels it also bought large areas of land for residential 
development for its employees14. From around 1960 BHP was aware that the 
availability of accommodation was an important factor if migrants wanted to remain 
in Australia. Attention was given to improving the arrival process and 
accommodation especially for migrants that BHP had recruited in Britain. 
 
The first estates were at Gwynneville, Figtree and Farmborough Heights. Blocks of 
land were available to employees and BHP provided advice and contacts for house 
design and finance. All employees had the opportunity to take part in the schemes and 
migrants were among those who bought blocks and houses.   
 
The Commonwealth estate of prefabricated houses at Dapto was initially exclusively 
for coalminers from Britain most of whom worked for BHP.  
 
BHP purchased a large area of land at Lake Illawarra which it sold to the NSW 
Housing Commission. 
 
 
Other housing assistance for migrants 
The first of the migration agreements were signed with Italy and the Netherlands in 
1951. Both these governments retained an active interest in the conditions for 
migrants. In the late 1950s the Netherlands Co-op Building Society of New South 
Wales was created with finance from both Australia and the Netherlands. A similar 
loan facility was created for Italian migrants financed by Italian and Australian 
sources. It is not known whether migrants in Wollongong took part in the schemes.  
 

                                                 
14 See articles in BHP review 1948 to 1960s; documents from BHPB Archives in research folder.  
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Accommodation for self - funded or sponsored migrants 
Immigrants who travelled to Australia and Wollongong at their own expense did not 
have access to Commonwealth hostel accommodation. Their first accommodation 
was usually organised by friends or family, and often with the people who sponsored 
their migration to Australia.  In this project, documentary research revealed few 
reports about accommodation for self-funded migrants, with the exception of the 
magazine of the Macedonian Welfare Association (MWA) Kompass, which has 
several articles mentioning boarding houses for Macedonian men.  This account is 
based on the interviews survey and documentary research.           
 
The accommodation for self-funded migrants and for people who did not want to stay 
in Commonwealth hostels comprised the same accommodation options as other 
people living in the Illawarra.  These types of accommodation are not specific to 
migrants although further research may show that their location and user groups 
might reflect trends in the country of origin of migrants.   
 
The location and type of accommodation was related to income, place of employment 
and the location of friends and family. The types of accommodation were: 

• Company hostels (company employees men only) 
• Boarding houses – registered and unregistered 
• House flats and share houses – houses with rooms let to several parties who 

share facilities but have separate households Share houses – where extended 
family and /or friends share facilities  

• Flats and units in purpose built buildings 
• Garage and sheds (often a step in building a house on the same block) 
• Tents and caravans  
• Houses 

 
Boarding houses 
Boarding houses were a common feature in urban areas in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth century. A few were purpose built but most were adaptation of old hotels, 
large houses or bungalows. They were located near the centre of Wollongong and in 
the coastal holiday towns such as Austinmer and Thirroul. Boarding houses (with 
over four residents) require registration with local governments under Ordinance 42 
of the Local Government Act15. 
 
In the 1930s and 40s accommodation was scarce in most cities and the occupancy rate 
for houses was more than four people per household, twice the 2006 average. 
Boarding houses provided accommodation for single men and women especially 
those living away from their home town.  Boarding houses were generally run by 
women and it was common to have one or two boarders in a ‘spare room’ as a way of 
making a little extra cash.  People’s needs and expectations for household space were 
very different in the mid twentieth century from the early 21st century.  
 

                                                 
15 Kim Bray & Tania Edwards, ‘report on boarding houses in the Wollongong Area, for the Illawarra 
Housing Council’, June 1989.  
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Some boarding houses are also called guesthouses, especially in areas frequented by 
tourists. Boarding houses tend to be for longer-term guests than guesthouses but their 
role is especially the same. As well as a sitting room a guesthouse is also likely to 
have other recreation facilities, such as a billiard table. A guesthouse was an 
alternative to staying in a hotel before motels arrived in the 1950s. From the street a 
boarding house was not discernable from other nearby houses.  
 
In the post -war period boarding houses were a significant component of the 
accommodation for single male migrants and for men who had left families in their 
home country. A boarding house for workers at the steelworks was constructed in 
1936 at Warrawong, and in 1949 it was converted to a commonwealth hostel and later 
became the Open Heath hotel.  
 
Traditional boarding houses 
The Baart family 
Jacob Baart and Levina Baart and their daughter Catherine (aged 10) spent four 
months at Balgownie (Fairy Meadow) hostel. At the end of February 1955 they 
moved from three rooms at the hostel to two rooms in Brayton, a boarding house at 28 
Campbell Street16.  By this time Jacob, a tradesman (painter), had found work with a 
firm of painting contractors and Levina (who had learnt English at school) found 
employment via the country women’s association (CWA) which provided domestic 
help for people convalescing after surgery or childbirth. Her first assignment, in 
December 1954, was at the home of Joy Eagleton at Kembla Street, who had recently 
given birth to her fourth child. It was through the Eagletons that Levina arranged 
accommodation at Brayton. As Cathy Edwards (nee Baart) relates: 

The building had formerly been a hospital but now operated as a boarding 
house providing accommodation, mainly for single males, but there were two 
rooms available for the Baart family for three pounds per week.  There was no 
water connected to the rooms and cooking was done on a primus stove (which 
we still have) and a two gas jet camping stove.  Bathing facilities were shared 
with others in the building.  Two sheep were kept at the premises to keep the 
grass mowed. 

It was heaven to have a home-cooked meal after about six months. 
 
A year later they moved to a half-a-house flat across the road at 33 Campbell Street.  
 

                                                 
16 The source for the Baart family’s experience is Cathy Edwards, ‘The Baart family’, 3 pages, 
prepared for the Migration Heritage Project, 2007 
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Photo courtesy Cathy Edwards Photo courtesy Cathy Edwards 
 
Albert Negrine 
Albert Negrine arrived from Egypt in 1957. He had several years experience with 
industry and found a good position quickly. He stayed at Breadalbane boarding house 
(guesthouse) in Kembla Street for three months then at a house in Atchison Street 
where the other boarders included lots of teachers, then boarded at Cliff Parade 
Thirroul.17  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Breadalbane 
Guesthouse, Kembla 
Street, Wollongong. 
This was the first 
accommodation for 
Albert Negrine when 
he arrived from Egypt 
in 1957.  
   
Illawarra Images 
photograph 1960s 
P13427 

 

                                                 
17 Record of interview Albert Negrine, with Louise Thom. 
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Filippi boarding house, Hoskins Street Steeltown, now Merrett Street, Cringila 
Rina Montgomery arrived in Australia from Valli in northern Italy in 1929. She 
travelled with her mother Mystica Filippi and brother Antonio to join her father 
Giacomo, who had migrated in 1926. They lived first at Corrimal then at Shellharbour 
Road Port Kembla, before building a house at Steeltown (now Cringila) which was 
semi-rural in 1934. The Filippi’s provided accommodation for single Italian men – a 
boarding house, ran by Mystica.  Rina’s father worked at the steelworks then as a 
bricklayer and later in the mines. The boarding house had a bocce court and became a 
regular meeting place for Italians in the district.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Filippi family at Cringila 
c1950 
 
Courtesy Rina Montgomery 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boarders and visitors at the Bocce Court at 
the rear of the boarding house, Cringila 
c1940 
 
Photo courtesy Rina Montgomery 
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Boarding houses for Macedonian men 
In the 1960s many men were arriving from the Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  
They were sponsored by friends or relatives already in Australia, part of a process of 
chain migration from Macedonia to the Illawarra. It was a long established practice 
for men to work away from home and to send money to support their wives and 
family.  Many men hoped to make sufficient funds to support a better life in 
Macedonia, but after returning home decided to emigrate with their family. It was the 
common practice for Macedonian men to live with their compatriots in boarding 
houses whilst working hard to save money.  
 
Most men lived first with their sponsor or in a boarding house arranged by their 
sponsor. They might stay a few months or a year then move to another boarding 
house closer to work or to join friends. 
 
In this context a boarding house may include families who rented rooms to borders 
(singly or two to a room) and also a house that included four or more boarders – the 
number that required registration under local government ordinances.  
 
Macedonian men ran boarding houses for other ‘single’ men. Some provided meals, 
in others the men cooked separately or with a brother or cousin. Running a boarding 
house was an employment option that appealed to people who might otherwise need 
to work at the steelworks, but capital was needed to buy and furnish a house. 
 
In 1970 Australia and Yugoslavia signed a migration agreement. This provided access 
to assisted migration and Commonwealth hostel accommodation. From this time 
some couples immigrated together. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
34 Newcastle Street, 
Cringila. For many 
years this was a 
boarding house, with 
a family who took in 
boarders.  It was in a 
list of boarding 
houses registered 
with Wollongong 
Council in 1989 
(Bray & Edwards 
1989) 
 
Photo M Walker 
2007 
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Kole Markowski’s story is told in the Spring 2005 Kompass, the magazine of the 
Macedonian Welfare Association, Port Kembla.   
Kole arrived in Wollongong in February 1960.   

“I was met at the Sydney port by my relatives and taken to Port Kembla to a house on 
the corner of Military Rd. and Third Ave. The house was a boarding house owned by 
the Grozdanovci brothers from the village of Velusina. I shared a room with my two 
brothers-in-law Gjorgi Manovski and Trendo Trajcevski and Manuli Stojkovski, all 
from the village of Velusina. After a week sleeping on the floor I was found 
accommodation at 12 Kembla Street, Port Kembla.“ 
 
This boarding house was owned by Kole Savkulov, Kole stayed for a year.  Other 
boarders there were all from the Bitola region. At this time there were only three or 
four boarding houses run by Macedonians for men only.   Kole then formed a 
partnership with Cane Kostevski from Kanino to run a boarding house at 65 Keira 
Street, Port Kembla with the aid of a loan from Kole’s cousin Trendo Trajcevski. The 
venture was a success and a couple of years later, in 1964 (when Kole was 30 years 
old) he and Cane returned to Macedonia intending to stay; but after six month or so 
they returned to Australia with their families. 
  

 
Kole and friends outside 65 Keira Street, Port Kembla 
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Tents and Caravans 
Tents and caravans were traditional forms of temporary accommodation in Australia 
especially for working travellers like surveyors and construction gangs. Caravans 
were used for accommodation of convict road gangs and tents were the common 
accommodation when new towns and mining camps were established, and tents were 
used as temporary accommodation for unemployed workers unfit for the army in 
World War 118 
 
Large room-size tents were a common feature of camping grounds along the 
Australian coast in the mid twentieth century, As well as their use for holiday 
accommodation, tents and caravans were also used as temporary accommodation 
while building a house.  In the late 1940s and 1950s the conditions at camping 
grounds were a cause for concern and residents who had overstayed the 3-month 
maximum were being served ‘notices to quit’. In December 1949 the number of 
people ‘under canvas’ was estimated at over 11,000 and in 1954 the estimate was at 
10,000 residents in camping areas in Wollongong19.  
 
Tents could be bought or hired. Council ordinances set a maximum stay of three 
months in any one camping ground, a requirement aimed at preventing permanent 
residents. Stuart Park, Towradgi, Corrimal and Oak Flats were popular with Dutch 
families in the early 1950s.  
 
 

 

Marta Kirchmajer with 
her second child, Val. 
 
The caravan called 
'Marigold' was the first 
home of the Kirchmajer 
Family in Oak Flats.  
It stood on a block in 
Bridge Avenue  
 
 
photo: Steve Bognar 
c1952   
Courtesy Lyndall 
Kirchmajer and 
Shellharbour images. 
 

 
 
For four months in 1954 Cornelia and Anthonie Degraaf lived in a rented caravan 
they placed on a vacant block owned by Anthonie’s uncle. They then moved to a 
laundry at the back of a house at Bellambi. The owner offered them another block on 
good terms where Anthonie built a garage and they moved in on 26th September 

                                                 
18 Peter J. Tyler, Humble and Obedient Servants: the Administration of New South Wales, Volume 2 
1901-1960, p 54. 
19 Pennay, p 21. 
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1954. Anthonie’s parents and brothers arrived in October so they gave them the 
garage and Cornelia and Anthonie moved back into the caravan. 
 
John van Ravenstern and his wife Angelina arrived in Wollongong in 1958. Their first 
accommodation was a tent in Stuart Park. They stayed for 4-5 weeks, close to where 
the Lagoon restaurant is now. John remembers the hot weather, insects, spirit stove, 
mattress on a wooden base for bed, two chairs, box for a table, and that a storm ripped 
the tent open. 
 

Stuart Park. In 1949 the estimated population was 3,00020   

Illawarra Images collection P02920 

                                                 
20 Pennay p 21 
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Stuart Park   Tents and caravans can be seen around the oval and among the trees. More people were 
living here rather than at the nearby hostel. A path from Balgownie (Fairy Meadow) hostel meets the 
bridge and links with Virginia Street. Aerial photo January 1955  WCC 
 
 
van Gils family – living in a tent at Stuart Park and Figtree 
The van Gils family (Petrus and Lavina, and their children - five girls and one boy) 
arrived from the Netherlands in January 1951. They first stayed at Bathurst reception 
and migration hostel then when Mr van Gils (Petrus) was allocated work at AIS he 
and his eldest daughter (Joke) moved to Wollongong. They lived in a large crate 
(shed) at the back of a boarding house at 117 Corrimal Street. Mrs van Gils and the 
other children moved to Scheyville but joined them shortly afterwards and they all 
lived in the tent at Stuart Park.  They stayed for two to three months (the maximum 
time), then moved the tent to a block in Figtree where they built a house.  
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Mr van Gils took 
several photos 
recording life at 
Stuart Park (see 
below) and The 
Avenue, Figtree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeanny, Elle, 
Jeannet and Herbert 
van Gils outside the 
tent at Stuart Park 
1951 
 
Photo Petrus van 
Gils 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs van Gils 
with the washing 
at Stuart Park, 
1951 
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Inside the tent at Stuart Park, 1951. 
 

           Joke does her mother’s hair, Stuart Park 1951. 

 
The van Gils family’s block was at 163 The Avenue opposite where the Westfield 
centre is now. Whilst the house was under construction they carted water from a 
nearby farm.  
 

 
 

 
Mrs van Gils in the tent at Figtree 1951.  
One side of the crate that carried the family’s  
belongings from Holland is in the background 

  Jeanny & Bart van Gils collect 
water in a rubbish tin and baby’s 
carriage, 1951 
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Garages 
In the early 1950s many Australian families were choosing to build their own house, 
or take a significant role in its construction to save money and to get the job done.  As 
a first step many people erected a shed or a garage as temporary accommodation. This 
was a common practice in the outer suburbs of Sydney such as Bankstown and 
Fairfield.21  It was also common in the suburbs of Wollongong, lone sheds and 
garages can be seen in aerial photographs22. 
 
Several of the garages revealed in the interview survey have never been occupied by a 
motorcar.  

 
 
Garage with no vehicular 
access in Warrawong, 2007 
 
After their initial use, the 
‘garages’ were often rented 
to other families, mostly 
migrants, or used for 
storage. While the family 
use of the garage probably 
lasted less than a year, 
some people rented 
garages for longer. 
 

 
Photo: M Walker 2007 
 
 
 
Sheds 
Owners of blocks also built sheds as a short term accommodation. Some were similar 
in location and form to a garage, but without the garage doors. Sheds were also a 
temporary use of materials. 
 
John Pronk’s family migrated from Holland to the Illawarra in 1952. They first lived 
in a tent in Towradgi Park (where it rained for three days and night flooding the tent), 
and after that in a small garage near Woonona Station. They bought a bock of land on 
Mount Keira Road where they built a house. John and his older brother lived under 
three sheets of corrugated iron laid on top of loosely-stacked concrete blocks (a 
temporary shed), while the rest of the family lived in the tent used at Towradgi23.    
 

                                                 
21 Terry Kass and Meredith Walker, Bankstown Heritage Study, 1988 
22 Aerial photographs for December 1955s held by Wollongong Council.  
23 John Pronk, questionnaire record and email 2007. 
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A rented garage at Warrawong 
The Urge family (husband & wife and three sons) arrived in Wollongong in 1957 
after a couple of weeks at Bonegilla hostel. For two and half years they lived in a 
garage (rented from an Italian landlord) until a Housing Commission house became 
available at Berkeley24. The family was eligible for hostels in Wollongong but 
apparently chose not to use them.  
 

 
 
Les Murray, By the Balls - memoir of a football tragic, Random House 2005 
Reproduced with permission from Random House 
 
 

                                                 
24 Les Murray, By the Balls - memoir of a football tragic, Random House 2005 
Reproduced with permission from Random House 
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The Deroy’s garage at Figtree 
 

In 1960, after five 
years in Wollongong 
and ownership of small 
house in Bellambi, 
Wilhelmina and 
Wilhelmus Deroy 
bought a block at 
Outlook Drive Figtree 
and built a garage with 
a bedroom, living 
room, tool shed and 
toilet. They completed 
the house the same 
year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Van Duin’s garage and shed at Corrimal 
 

 
 
Sketch of van Duin family garage     Glynis Cummins, 2007. 
 
 
The van Duin family (Martha and Johannes and 10 children) arrived in Australia 11 
March 1951. They first went to Bathurst reception centre then lived nearby in large 
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shed and later in a house supplied by Johannes’ employer. In 1954 they moved to 
Wollongong and bought a house block at 48 Carroll Street. The family built a large 
garage and re-erected a shed they had built near Bathurst at the rear. Mr and Mrs van 
Duin and the girls lived in the garage which was also used as a living area and the 
sons lived in the shed at the back. The property remains in the family and the garage 
remains little altered since the 1950s. The shed was demolished many years ago.  
 

 
Geraldine van Duin at the garage 2007. The house that was built while 
the family lived in the garage is in the background. It was originally 
fibro clad, now face brick.           Photos: Glynnis Cummins 

 

Dutch boy and girl window in garage, above the kitchen sink. 
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Houses 
The conventional form of new accommodation for Australians in the mid twentieth 
century was detached houses for occupation by a single nuclear family. The Housing 
Commission constructed several residential flat buildings in Wollongong in the 1950s 
and 60s but the predominant new dwellings were detached houses.  
 
Housing estates and new dwelling were constructed by private developers, with new 
owners getting finance from banks, building societies and sometimes employers.  
Potential owners could buy houses from developers or buy their own block and 
arrange for a house to be built.  
 
NSW Housing Commission 
The NSW Housing Commission was established in 1942 but wartime priorities 
prevented it from implementing its charter until 1944 when it began building cottages 
in Sydney, Newcastle and Port Kembla for people who could not afford existing 
rentals or whose existing housing was sub standard. The Commission was also 
responsible for the conversion of old army camps to emergency housing, including 
those at Wollongong and Port Kembla.25 
 
From 1948 migrants arriving in Wollongong would have been eligible for a housing 
commission house. Employees of strategic industries and families of British war 
servicemen were given priority.  British migrants could apply for a commission house 
as soon as they arrived in Wollongong but non-British residents were not eligible until 
around the mid 1950s.  
 
By the mid 1950s the Housing Commission had constructed a quarter of the city’s 
new housing stock with new houses in almost every suburb and major new estates 
underway at Berkeley and Dapto. 
 
The demand for houses far exceeded supply and the Commission introduced a ballot 
system throughout New South Wales.  A Tenancy Application Committee including 
representatives of trades unions, a women’s organization and industry, assessed the 
need ‘based on family circumstances and the condition of existing accommodation. 
Eligible applicants were then placed in a ballot for homes as they became available.’26 
Ballots were held regularly in Wollongong attended by some of the applicants with 
the names and addresses of successful applicants published in newspapers.27 
 
Berkeley Estate 
The Housing Commission purchased and built on existing vacant blocks in 
Wollongong and other Illawarra centres and it also developed major estates, using its 
own subdivision designers and architects. The first of the large newly designed estates 
was at Berkeley, on the northern side of Lake Illawarra. Initially all the houses were 
tenanted but over time as the terms for purchase became easier ownership increased 
and many migrants became homeowners.  

                                                 
25  Peter J. Tyler, Humble and Obedient Servants: the Administration of New South Wales, Volume 2 
1901-1960, UNSW Press 2006, p 174-5 
26 Tyler 2006, p 176 
27 For example, ’45 Families now can settle at last’, Illawarra Mercury, 2 May 1953.  
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Many of the tenants and later owners had stayed at the Berkeley hostel.  The Child 
family, form Essex in England arrived in Sydney in July 1954. They stayed at the 
Berkeley hostel and put their names on the list for a Housing Commission house. 
Initially they were offered a house at Unanderra but as Mrs Child worked at Berkeley 
(and the bus service wasn’t good) they were given a house at Berkeley. They moved 
in 1957 and Mrs Child lived in the house until 2000. Beryl Fletcher (nee Child) 
recalls: ‘after you had been in (the house) for a certain time they gave you the option 
to buy it. That was on a 4% flat home rate. At 4,000 pounds it was a lot of money 
back then. … When we moved into the house we didn’t have indoor toilets. We had a 
dunny out the back’.28 
 
After two and a half years in garage in Warrawong, the Urge family moved into a 
house in Berkeley in 1959.   
 

 
Berkeley in 1955: The original village of Berkeley (at top), the hostel established in 1951 (at 
left), and the beginning of the Housing commission Berkeley estate (middle). The estate grew 
around the hostel with the site itself developed after 1970.  

                                                 
28 Beryl Fletecher,  (nee Child), ‘Belongings: Post – WW2 migration memories and journeys’, at 
Migration Heritage Centre website: www.migrationheritge.nsw.gov.au/belongings/peole/fletcher 
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The Dapto commonwealth housing estate of timber prefabricated houses, early 1950s 
 
 
The Commonwealth estates 
In 1951 the Commonwealth funded three estates with prefabricated houses at Dapto, 
Unanderra and Helensburgh – the latter exclusively for service men and their family. 
The houses had been bought by the government of Victoria but were made available 
to the Commonwealth to help fill the shortage at Wollongong.  The estate at Dapto 
was announced as being exclusively for British coal miners and their families. The 
first stage was Yalunga Street which included a small cul-de-sac and an area to the 
east was developed later.  
 
The houses were prefabricated and came from Britain – not Sweden as sometimes 
said. The British occupants attracted a nickname for the area- Pommy Hill – which 
survives to the present. Some houses continued to be occupied by the original families 
who rented, then bought their houses and some also retain their original external 
cladding. The Dapto estate is the subject of a recent research ‘ Living on Pommy hill: 
Stories from the Commonwealth Cottages, Yalunga Street Dapto 1950s-1960s’ by 
Glynis Cummins. It records the memories of people about their early years and 
friendships on the estate.  
 
 
Other Housing Commission estates where migrants rented and bought houses 
included 
West Helensburgh and Dapto/Lake Illawarra including Kanahooka and surrounding 
suburbs on the southern side of the lake.  
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Privately built houses 
A common option for migrants seeking accommodation, other than hostels, was to 
build one’s own house. In the first decades after the war it was common to move onto 
the block and make a start, building a shed, a garage, or part of a house, and some 
migrants lived in tents or caravans whilst a garage or the house itself was constructed. 
The Council of Greater Wollongong and many other councils took a lenient approach, 
recognizing the lack of viable options and the difficulties or migrants.  
 
The Jansen’s house at Fairy Meadow 
Mathilda and Theodoras Jansen arrived in Australia in 1953. They stayed at 
Balgownie hostel for a year and half. They bought a block of land and built half a 
house – two rooms, kitchen and laundry at 13 Storey Street, Fairy Meadow and 
moved in shortly after their second child (John) was born.  The half house was 
constructed by a Dutch builder, and was similar to those around it; the outside was 
fibro and the inside was unlined, with canvas used instead.  When living in the half 
house (without a bathroom) Mathilda showered at the Fairy Meadow hostel where she 
worked in the dining room and Theodorus showered at the steelworks where he 
worked as a fitter; the children were washed in the laundry tubs. Like other Dutch 
migrants they shipped a crate of belongings to Wollongong including cutlery and 
linen. Theo made beds that folded against the wall with curtains to cover them and 
they borrowed from another Dutch couple to buy table and chairs for the kitchen. The 
house was completed in 1957.29  
 

 
Theodorus Jansen and son Frank in the backyard at 13 Storey Street, Fairy Meadow,1954. 
 
 
 
The Garcia house at Warrawong 
When John Garcia and his family came to Wollongong in 1956 they shared a house in 
Parker Street Port Kembla arranged by their friends the Lopez family. The Garcias 
built a house at Lee Street Warrawong. The family included John’s parents, his uncle 
and aunt (his mother’s twin sister) and his two brothers. The materials used to build 

                                                 
29 Record of interview with Mathilda Jansen, November 2007 
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the house included used firebricks from the steelworks. The house was completed 
enough to move in 1959 and additions were made later.   
The house design and the character of the garden has a distinctly Spanish style which 
includes: the white painted exterior; the balustrades on top of the parapet roof and 
deep masonry walls and shutters.  After a variety of jobs and houses John continues to 
live in the house today. 
 
 
 

 
John’s uncle, Diego Garcia, building the house at Lee Steet, 
Warrawong.  

 

 
 The Garcia house 2007                                  G Cummins 2007 
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Prefabricated houses at Bulli and Figtree 
Some of the Dutch families who migrated to Australia in the early 1950s were aware 
of the shortage of building materials and arranged the shipment of prefabricated 
timber houses to Australia. This was not a common practice but it was not rare either. 
Prefabricated houses are known to have been built by Dutch migrants in the Sydney 
suburbs of Dundas and Engadine as well as in Wollongong. These houses were timber 
frame and clad with horizontal or vertical timber boards.  
 
In Wollongong the Tenkate family brought two prefabricated cabins and erected them 
to appear as a single house at Bulli. Whist some modifications have been made over 
the years, the building retains its original character.  In 1955 the Schelle family 
bought the same house through a real estate agent for 2,000 pounds borrowed at 5% 
interest. The family has kept the original papers including the payment book.  The 
house has many features that indicate it is different from many other houses including 
the locks on the original toilet door which show whether it is occupied.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
Adrian Schelle, one of the 
Schelle family’s 10 children 
outside the house 1950s. Note 
the deep casement windows 
typical of European houses.  

 

 
 
The house 
constructed from 
two prefabricated 
(kit) cabins now 
owned by Peter van 
Duin and Nell van 
Duin (nee van Gils)  
 
Its Dutch origins and 
occupants are 
suggested by the 
garden windmill and 
the motto in the 
gable which states in 
Dutch ‘this house is 
good enough for 
Nell’.  
Photo 2007 
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The van Gils family ordered a prefabricated timber house from Sweden which they 
erected at their block at the Avenue, Figtree. All the family helped with the 
construction. The house design was not ideal for the block and it was modified to 
enclose the veranda and create a new entrance facing the street.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Truck delivering the 
van Gils prefabricated 
house  Figtree, 1951 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeannet and Herbert 
van Gils at Figtree 
house c1952 
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Appendices 
 
A.  Map showing the location of hostels accommodation for migrants in 

Wollongong post World War 2 
B. Nissen hut brochure  
C.  Commonwealth Hostel Tariff 
D.  Table: People interviewed for Migration Places Project 
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A.  Map showing the location of hostels accommodation for migrants in 

Wollongong post World War 2 
 

 
 

Migration Heritage Project 
Wollongong's Migration Heritage Thematic Study 
"Places Project"



 

Page 40 of 49 
 

B. Nissen hut brochure  1952 (2 pages) 
 
 Source: courtesy Anne Warr 
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Appendix C Commonwealth Hostels tariff charges etc. 1956 
 
Commonwealth Hostels Limited, Schedule A: Conditions relating to Tariff charges, charges 
of Sunday services, and charges for electricity of excess of an allowance for lighting and 
space for heating of lodgings, c 1956. 
 
This scanned copy courtesy Klaus Bieniasch, whose family stayed at Fairy Meadow hostel 
1956-59. 
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Appendix D Table: People interviewed about first Accommodation for Migration Heritage Places Project 2007 
 
Name Country of 

origin 
arrival 
in 
Wgong 

Age 
at 
arriv
al 

First accommodation  Next 
accommodation 

Later 
accommodatio
n 

Objects 
/photos 

Now 

Last, Ann England 1954 
(20/8) 

10 Hostel: Balgownie 5.5 
months 

Towradgi, 19 Carr 
Street built for them 
distinctive Homes 
Greater BS 

-  Towradgi 
(same 
house) 

Lappin, 
George 

Scotland 1969 
(11/11) 

28 Hostel: Fairy Meadow 4 
months 

Corrimal Wilga 
street (old house) 
rented? 

  Woonona 
19 Park Rd 

Lappin, 
Margaret 

Scotland 1969 
(11/11) 

29 Hostel: Fairy Meadow 4 
months 

Corrimal Wilga 
street (old house) 
rented? 

  Woonona 
19 Park Rd 

Lappin, 
Stephen 

Scotland 1969 
(11/11) 
Melb 
cup day 

6 Hostel: Fairy Meadow 4 
months 
(6 or 9 
months) 

Corrimal Wilga 
street (old house) 
rented? 

Moved over 
twenty times 

Home 
movie 

Figtree, 39 
Lamerton 
Drive  

Abarca, Pedro Chile  1970 
(20/12) 

18 Hostel: Fairy Meadow 11 
months 

Corrimal rented 
house, then  

Barrack 
Heights HC 
house 

 Albion park 
7 Weston St 

Boeyan, 
Guiliana 

Netherlands 1951 27 Thirroul, Ocean Street  2 weeks  Winona rented 
room in house of 
old lady (9 months) 
saved for deposit at 
Winona 

Winona 
Mountain Ave 
(own house) 

no, yes 
also 
photos of 
shop 

Mount 
Keira 

van Duin, 
Geraldine 

Netherlands 1951 6 Corrimal, Carroll Road – 
2 room garage & shack 

2-3 
years 
while 
father& 

house on same 
block 

 yes, yes Corrimal 
(same 
house) 
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brothers 
built 
house in 
front 

Naylor, 
Johanna [van 
Druin] 

Netherlands 1951 6 Corrimal, 48 Carroll 
Road – 2 room garage & 
shack, while father built 
house in front 

2-3 
years  

house on same 
block 

 yes, ? Corrimal 3 
Carroll 
Road 
(opposite) 

Beranyi, Irene Hungary 
 Aus 1949 
Bathurst 

1951  Cringila. Lake Avenue 
garage,  

3 years Mangerton, 34 
Kirral Ave. 

  Wgong, 
Unit 3, 12 
Mathews St  

Stananski, 
Peter 

Poland 
/Ukraine 

1951  Hostel – Karingal or 
Steelhaven (wife sent to 
Greta) 

3 years? bought land and 
built a garage 

  Wgong 14 
Strathearn 
Ave 

Schmyko, 
Maria [Baltic 
group?]  

? Australia 
1949 

1952  Corrimal bought house 
[originally in soldiers 
camp, Penrith (Rooty 
Hill)].  

?   maybe, 
will 
look, no 

Corrimal 
same house 

Jansen, 
Mathilda 

Netherlands 1953 31 Hostel: Fairy Meadow ?? 13 Storey Street 
Fairy Meadow 1954 

 yes retirement 
unit, Edgar 
Street, 
Towradgi  

De Graaf, 
Cornelia 

Netherlands 1954 22 Hostel: Unanderra 1 week Church Hall, 
Presbyterian; 
Bellambi, caravan 
on vacant block 4 
months; 

laundry rear of 
house; then 
own block 
garage then 
caravan, then 
moved two 
streets away 

?  

Deroy, 
Whilhelmus 

Netherlands 1955 23 Cringila, Lake Avenue 
flat below brother 

1 year Bellambi, Albert St 
small house from 
friends who 

 Yes,  
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returned to Holl. 
Deroy, 
Whilhelmina 

Netherlands 1955 21 Cringila, Lake Avenue 
flat below brother in law 

1 year Bellambi, Albert St 
small house from 
friends who 
returned to Holl. 

 Yes,  

Ziegelaar, 
Jeanne 

Netherlands 1957 23 with ‘sister-in-law’, pre 
marriage 

1 year own house, small 
weatherboard 

Balgownie – 
larger house 

no, yes Fairy 
Meadow 
unit 

Negrine, 
Albert 

Egypt 1957 29 Breadalban boarding 
house, 60 Kembla Street, 
Wgong 

3 month spare room, in 
Atchison Street 
house, with other 
single men (lots of 
teachers) 

Thirroul, Cliff 
parade; then 
Rose Parade 

no, no? Wgong 4 
Pleasant 
Ave, unit 9 

Revenstern, 
John 

Netherlands 1958 28 Stuart Park in a canvas 
tent – holiday tent [in 
Aus 2 years] 

4-5 
weeks 

Thirroul 2 bedrm 
flat (half house) 
rented  

  Corrimal 36 
Connaghan 
Av 

Gagovski, 
Jovan 

Macedonia 1962 39 Wgong boarding house 
Osborne St, near hospital, 
7-8 men 

18 
months 

Port Kembla 5-6 
months 

returned to M  Cringila, 15 
Cringila St, 
since 1993 

Manevski, I Macedonia  1963 25 in Newcastle, then Port 
Kembla, 13 O’Donnell 
St, boarding house- 
shared room with brother 
and friends 

2 years Port Kembla – 34 
Cowper Street – 
own house 

Port Kembla maybe, 
yes- 
baking 
tray 

Port 
Kembla, 
142 
Military 
Road 

Karanfilovski, 
Aleksandar 

Macedonia 1963 36 Port Kembla, O’Donnell 
St, cousin sponsored him 
and arranged 
accommodation 

3 years when wife & son 
arrived. rented 
house for 3 month, 

Port Kembla -
10 Illawarra 
Street 

no, no  Figtree 34 
Burgess 
Ave 

Sekulouska, 
Stojna 

Macedonia 1967 25 Chatswood hostel, then 
Cringila- 4 Lackawanna 
St room in house 

5-6 
months 

Cringila 2 bedrm 
flat with relatives, 
Lackawanna St 

Cringila, 
Lackawanna St, 
own house 

no, yes- 
souvenir 
necklace 
from 
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Greece 
Jankulska, 
Jorda 

Macedonia 1970 19 Cringila 32 Newcastle 
Street, Boarding hse 

1 year Barrack Heights, 
won house 

Cringila maybe, 
no 

Cringila, 35 
Newcastle 
st 

Petroski, 
Klime 

Macedonia 1970 27 Warrawong, boarding 
house of sponsor (Ille 
Klimoski) 4 Koman, 4 
single men cooked own 
meals - occasionally 
landlady cooked 

1 year Lake Heights -12 
Grandview Pde, 
own house 

  Lake 
Heights, 12 
Grandview 
pde 

Radiceski, 
Stevo 

Macedonia 1970 34 Lake Heights 14 Gloria 
Cres, with sponsor 

2 years Cringila, brothers 
house 

  Cringila 29 
Newcastle 
st, bought 
1985 

Krstanoska, 
Gulapka 

Macedonia 1974 32 Cringila, 9 Bethlehem st, 
fathers house 

3 
months 

husband’s relative’s 
house 2 years 

Cringila 
Bethlehem 
street rented, 
then own house 
Fitzgerald st 

no, apron 
 photo of 
departure 

Cringila, 8 
Fitzgerald 
Street 

Radiceska, 
Ivana 
(Joncevska) 

Macedonia 1985  ?? 
NB. 2nd marriage to Stevo 
Radiceski 

?     

Nikolovska, 
Blaguna 

Macedonia  1997 63 Figtree, with son Dragi, ? then stayed with 
older son, Nikola 

  with sons 
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